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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

15 February 2007

11th BIENNIAL SYMPOSIUM - SEPTEMBER 2008, HONOLULU, HAWAI’I

Contact:   Janice Lessman-Moss, External Relations Director, jlessman@kent.edu

“Textiles as Cultural Expressions” will be the theme for the Textile Society of America’s 11th Biennial Symposium to be held from September 24-27, 2008 in Honolulu, Hawaii. In addition to paper presentations and panel discussions which form the foundation of the symposium, there will be an array of textile tours and exhibitions that highlight the diversity of this culturally rich Pacific Rim location.  Tours will be organized around themes that include: Art Conservation, Ethnic Textiles, Garments in Paradise - Aloha Wear, Mission Quilts, Plantation Era Textiles and Traditional Hawaiian Textiles.  On view at the University of Hawaii Art Gallery will be a special loan exhibition, “Writing with Thread: Traditional Textiles of Southwest Chinese Minorities,” with an international colloquium planned to precede the TSA Symposium.  Complementing the wealth of historic and indigenous textiles will be exhibitions of contemporary fiber art mounted at the Academy Art Center and the Contemporary Museum at First Hawaiian Center. 

This Symposium will mark the second offering of the Student and New Professional Scholarships and the inauguration of the Founding Presidents Awards. Meant to facilitate attendance and participation, financial support will be awarded to selected TSA members.  Additional information regarding application guidelines, membership, and deadlines is available on the TSA website. NOTE ALSO THAT THE DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACTS AND PANEL PROPOSALS IS October 1, 2007. 

Hawaii is the most geographically isolated island chain in the world and a crossroad of cultures between the East and West. The Sheraton Waikiki Hotel in Honolulu will serve as host for the symposium with special room rates, which can be extended from three days before to three days after the conference.  Plan to take advantage of Hawaii's spectacular climate and beaches, as well as its rich cultural offerings of museums and galleries by being a part of this Textile Society of America event.

Tom Klobe, Director Emeritus of the University of Hawaii Art Gallery and Reiko Brandon former Curator of Textiles at the Honolulu Academy of Arts will serve as Symposium Co-chairs.  They are working with an enthusiastic group of local textile specialists who are committed to presenting a series of unique and memorable experiences.  

VISIT THE TSA WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS AND INFORMATION UPDATES. http://www.textilesociety.org
Or contact the Symposium Co-chairs: Reiko Brandon and Tom Klobe klobetm@hawaii.edu
