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WEB SITE:  www.textilesociety.org

SYMPOSIUM 2008:  Textiles as Cultural Expressions

SITE SEMINARS ANNOUNCED: 

Hawaii plans an exciting and unique addition to the program for the Textile Society of America's (TSA) 11th Biennial Symposium at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel in Honolulu in fall 2008.  Site Seminars at museums and at special exhibitions will feature the unequaled collections and resources of Hawaii.  The Site Seminars are set for Friday, September 26, 2008 from 2 to 4:30 p.m.  These special seminars will allow symposium attendees behind-the-scenes access to textiles and their stories.  Bus transportation to the museums and exhibitions sites is provided through funding that TSA received from the State of Hawaii Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT). 

BE SURE TO REGISTER EARLY as space is limited at each of the Site Seminars it is important that all symposium registrants sign up for the Site Seminar of their choice (listing their second and third choices) WHEN they register. When individual Site Seminars become fully booked subsequent registrants will be assigned to their second or third choice.  To register, visit the TSA website at www.textilesociety.org <http://www.textilesociety.org> ; The Symposium is open to the public as well as to members of TSA.

The international symposium is expected to attract textile collectors, curators, students, educators, scholars and experts from around the world as well as highlight Hawaii's own esteemed museum and private collections and knowledgeable curators. 

The following list of Site Seminars has been announced by Tom Klobe, Director Emeritus of the University of Hawaii Art Gallery and TSA Symposium Co-Coordinator.

SITE SEMINARS: 

Restoring the Grandeur of King Kalakaua's and Queen Liliuokalani's Iolani Palace
Following a detective story presentation by Deborah Kraak that interprets rare pieces of evidence available between Honolulu, New England, Europe and the Orient, seminar participants will be escorted through Iolani
Palace by curator Stuart Ching and collections manager Malia Van Heukelem.  Iolani Palace was the royal residence of the Hawaiian monarchy from 1882 until the overthrow of Queen Liliuokalani in 1893 when the palace was transformed into a government building and its contents and furnishings were sold and dispersed. A worldwide search, spanning four decades, has recovered over 5,100 original palace items.  The palace experts will discuss the methodology used, archival materials consulted, and the modern resources found for the reproduction of historic textiles.  Special textile artifacts will be on temporary display only for the TSA Symposium.  The seminar will end with a presentation by quilt scholar Loretta Woodard and the opportunity
to view the spectacular but poignant crazy quilt begun by Queen Liliuokalani while she was imprisoned in an upstairs room of the palace in 1895.

Presenting Culturally Sensitive Exhibitions
This Site Seminar highlights the need for incorporating culturally sensitive approaches to the display of native objects and natural resources.  Participants will have the special opportunity to be among the first to have an on-site tour of the renovation of Hawaiian Hall, a masterwork of late Victorian museum design at Bishop Museum.  This three-year project will be completed in the spring of 2009.  Noelle Kahanu, project manager for the renovation will describe the new interpretation plan for the exhibits one that emphasizes a complex layering of native perspectives.  Maile Drake, collections manager at Bishop Museum, will discuss the consequences of a decision to omit interpretive information that would have aided understanding of the cultural significance of the objects in an exhibition of material collected during Captain Cook's voyages.  A third presentation by anthropologist Keola Awong will tell of how collaboration between Hawaiian elders and Hawaii Volcanoes National Park staff resulted in an important shift in perspective regarding resource management and protection.

Traditional Art Forms in Hawaii
Seminar participants will enjoy the rare opportunity to join creators of Hawaiian traditional arts at the Heritage Center on the spectacularly sited campus of Kamehameha Schools.  Founded in 1887 by Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, the great-granddaughter of King Kamehameha I, Kamehameha Schools provides educational opportunities for children of Hawaiian ancestry. Native specialists in traditional arts E. Nuulani Atkins,
Gussie Bento, and Duncan Kaohuokaala Seto will focus on three unique Hawaiian art traditions Hawaiian feather work, kapa making, and hala or puhala weaving.  Witness a royal feather cape being made, as well as a kahili (royal standard) and feather leis. Hawaiian feather artisans surpassed all other Pacific islanders in the variety and quality of their work, tying multitudes of tiny feathers from forest birds to close-meshed, durable nets from the strong fibers of the olona plant.  Kapa, or Hawaiian bark cloth, served as clothing in old Hawaii and is considered the finest in the Pacific, unexcelled in workmanship, colors and designs, and the tools of
production.  Join in discussions of kapa making and a demonstration of lauhala weaving.

Hawaiian Quilting: An Evolving Cultural Tradition
Learn about the Hawaiian quilting tradition in the gracious surroundings of the Queen Emma Summer Palace in lush Nuuanu Valley and examine significant examples from the Palace collection.  The seminar opens with a discussion by Barbara Harger on the native Hawaiian tradition of making multilayered stitched bark cloth bedcovers (kapa kuina) that facilitated the transition to quiltmaking when first introduced by American Protestant missionaries in the 1820s.  Hawaiian quilt expert Loretta Woodard will show examples of the other Hawaiian quiltsthe less well-known, non-traditional types involving piecing, appliqué and embroidery.  Expert
Lee Wild will focus on the visually striking and boldly graphic two-color patterns of traditional Hawaiian appliqué quilts and the hidden meanings of their motifs.  Finally, well-known Hawaiian quilter, Junedale Lauwaeomakana Quinories will "talk story" and demonstrate Hawaiian quilting techniques that are integral to the current Hawaiian renaissance.

Plantation Era and 20th Century Textiles in Hawaii
At the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii visit the exhibition Pride and Practicality: Japanese Immigrant Clothing in Hawaii and hear the poignant stories of how precious kimono were cut up and adapted to work 
clothing.  Barbara Kawakami has spent a lifetime collecting, researching, writing and lecturing about immigrant clothing.  Sara Nunes-Atabaki relates the touching stories of The Shishu Ladies of Hilo as she observed them 
embroidering in her grandparents' house in Hilo.  They taught the centuries old art of shishu to predominantly nisei (second generation) women, but the designs and functions of their work were transformed to the new setting. 
Shishu was a lesson in perseverance and discipline and it reinforced cultural values, stories and aesthetic sensibilities.  Above all, as the ladies became shishu friends, lasting relationships were formed.  Carol 
Nagano is committed to keeping the ancient craft of kumihimo, Japanese braiding alive.  Kumihimo flourished during the samurai era when the intricately braided cords were used for helmets and armor, sword hilts, bows 
and arrows, horse harnesses, clothing, and religious and temple embellishments.  See how this dying art in Japan is continuing in a Western venue.  Leigh Wishner presents a study of Hawaiian textiles that use words 
and phrases, both English and Hawaiian, to enhance visual imagery and transmit concepts specific to Hawaiian culture.

Spirited Textiles of Japan: From Country Casual to Urban Chic
The splendid textile collection of the Honolulu Academy of Arts illustrates the hidden energy that animates Japanese textiles in three traditions:  indigo-dyed fabrics of the countryside, bold and daring kimonos of the twentieth century, and striking ritual objects of rice straw and paper.  Barbara Stephan, author and researcher on Japanese textiles and paper, will discuss shimenawa (ritual straw ropes) and gohei (geometrically-cut paper offerings) and will conclude with a hands-on demonstration.  Japan resident Amy Katoh, author, researcher, and owner of the well-known Tokyo shop, Blue and White, will share both her passion for
indigo-dyed textiles and her anecdotes from forty years of experiences with Japanese dyers and textile artists.  Reiko Brandon, former curator of textiles at the Honolulu Academy of Arts and TSA Symposium co-chair, will focus on dynamic Art-Deco influenced Taisho style kimonos from Japan's modern era, using the Academy's outstanding collection, the most extensive outside of Japan.  The seminar will conclude with an exclusive tour for TSA participants of two special exhibitions: Bright and Daring:  Japanese Kimonos
in the Taisho Period and Blue and White:  Indigo-dyed Japanese Textiles. 

Chinese Opera and Southwest Chinese Minority Costumes
The exhibition Writing with Thread:  Traditional Textiles of Southwest Chinese Minorities at the University of Hawaii Art Gallery serves as the focus of this Site Seminar.  Chinese art historian and textile curator Angela Sheng will examine the works in the exhibition and those from archaeological finds to articulate the relationships of gender, visual literacy, and visual production as expressed in women's script, nu shu, and 
textile work.  Collector Huang Yingfeng will recount his experiences and the knowledge gained in his extensive fieldwork in southwest China that has made him an expert in identifying unique embroidery stitches.  Nancy Doubleday will use baby carriers in the exhibition to examine the cultural and environmental influence on the eternal maternal concern for infant health and well being among minorities of Southwest China and the Inuit in Canada's Eastern and Central Arctic.  At the University of Hawaii Kennedy Theater renowned professor of Asian theater Elizabeth Wickmann-Walczak will discuss the performance-enhancing stylization in the design and function of Chinese opera costumes.

Textiles from the Malay Archipelago and New Guinea
Indonesian textile experts Garrett and Bronwen Solyom will discuss the iconography of spectacular examples of Lampung ceremonial textiles that will be on display in Hamilton Library on the university campus.  Based on their fieldwork and research, they will provide new interpretations of textile imagery that consider ancient legends of origin, reverence for ancestors, continuity of lineage, and agricultural fertility.  Hwei-Fen Cheah will illustrate how the adoption and transformation of imported motifs in 19th and early 20th century Malaysian metallic thread embroidery tell of the intersecting relationships between local polities and their engagements with colonizers and trading partners. Jill D'Alessandro, curator of textiles, and Christina Hellmich, curator of Oceanic art, at the de Young Museum will discuss the construction and the religious/cultural significance of a selection of fiber works in the Jolika Collection of New Guinea art.

Islamic Textiles
Shaped royal carpets from the Doris Duke Collection at Shangri La are the centerpieces of this Site Seminar at the East-West Center Gallery.  Curator Michael Schuster will discuss the carpets and other Mughal masterpieces in the collection.  A rug weaver from India will demonstrate weaving techniques.  TSA President Carol Bier will present superb examples of Uzbek suzani from Shangri La and relate the conclusions of the
collaborative team that consisted of a curator, textile conservator, and technical assistant.  Their collective analysis yielded new understanding of this needle art.  Nazanin Shenasa will examine the narrative scenes on silk textiles from Safavid Iran (1501-1722) and how they established both personal and national identity.  Midori Green will present the velvets of the Safavid court to build a structural connection between the linguistic patterns in poetry and the patterns of color and design found in Safavid figural velvets.

Five Artists Speak of Tattered Cultures and Mended Histories
At the Academy Art Center Tattered Cultures, an invitational contemporary fiber art exhibition featuring works by international fiber artists who are TSA members, explores how dominant ideologies of a specific time and place tatter the cultural heritage of the less-dominant and culturally diverse.  Exhibition curator Mary Babcock will consider the metaphor of mending as a potent model for cultural transformation.  Four other artists; Frances Dorsey, Lisa Lee Peterson, Denise Ava Robinson and Consuelo Underwood, will speak of their work and address how a dominant culture suppresses the voices of others and how cultural fabrics are weakened by gaps in recognition, celebration, and understanding.

The symposium will also feature a two-day International Textile Marketplace at the Sheraton Waikiki with a wide array of specialty textile products including books, textile conservation products, wearable art, and
one-of-a-kind textile collectibles.  The International Textile Marketplace will be open to conference attendees and the general public for shopping from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, September 25 and 26, 2008.  Dealers, textile artists and regional craft vendors interested in participating in the Marketplace should contact Marketplace Chairperson, Linda-Mei Jaress at ljaress@hotmail.com.


For more information about the 11th Biennial Textile Society of America Symposium in Honolulu, Hawaii, visit www.textilesociety.org <http://www.textilesociety.org> ; or contact Tom Klobe at klobetm@hawaii.edu.

